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ASSESSVENT 10.56. 101
Sub- Chapter 1
General Information

10.56. 101 STUDENT ASSESSMENT (1) By the authority of
20-2-121(12), MCA, the board of public education adopts rules
for state-level assessnment in the public schools and those
private school s seeking accreditation.

(2) The board recognizes that the primary purpose of
assessnent is to serve |learning. Cl assroom assessnent is the
Prinary means through whi ch assessnent inpacts instruction and

earning for individuals. State-level and |arge-scale
assessnent affect |earning through assisting policy decisions
and assuring program quality for all students. To neet both
cl assroom and state-|evel needs, state-level assessnents wl|
provide information about the proficiency |evel of student
achi evenent relative to established content standards, as well
as the status of Montana' s schools in relation to other groups
of students, states, and nations. The school and district
responsibilities for assessnent are identified in ARM
10. 55. 603.

(3) In order to obtain state-I|evel achi evement
information, all accredited schools shall annually adm nister
g si$gle system of state-level assessnents approved by the

oar d.

(a) State-level assessnents shall be adm nistered to al
students in grades four, eight and eleven in reading,
comruni cation arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.
For planni ng purposes, state-|level assessnents shall be given
during a week in the spring of the year, identified by the
gffice of public instruction a year prior to the assessnent

at e.

(b) Al state-level assessnent results shall be provided
to the office of public instruction and school districts in a
f or mat sBecified by the office of public instruction and
approved by the board of public education.

(4) State-level assessnent results are a part of each
student's permanent records as described in ARM 10. 55. 2002.

(5 The office of public instruction shall provide a
report of the results to the board, the legislature, and the
public. Schools are encouraged to conpare their results with
the state results and share state-level assessnent information
with parents and | ocal comunities.
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(6) The superintendent of public instruction 1is
authorized to nmake avail able the reported student assessnent
data in conpliance with confidentiality requirenments of
federal and state |[|aw. State-level assessnment results
released to the public shall be acconpanied by a clear
statenment of the purposes of the assessnents, subject areas
assessed, level of neasurenent of the content standards, and
t he percent of students mho(farticipated in the assessnents.
The rel ease shall include additional information to provide a
fair and wuseful context for assessnent reporting (e.g.,
dropout rates, nobility rates, poverty levels, district size?
that will assist districts to examne their educationa
prograns to assure effectiveness.

(7) Al students shall participate in the state-I|eve
assessnments. Students with disabilities or Iimted English
proficiency (LEP) shall participate wusing the approved
assessnments, unless it is determ ned that a student’s progress
toward the content standards cannot be adequately neasured
with the approved assessments even when provided
accommmodat i ons.

(a) For students with disabilities, the individualized
education program (I EP) teans have the authority to specify
accommodations to be rovided, as defined in (8), for
participation by the student in the state-|level assessnent.

(i? When an | EP team determ nes that an accommpdati on
for a student’s disability would still not allow for adequate
measurenent of the student’s progress toward the content
standards, the |IEP team nmay waive using the approved state-
| evel assessnents by providing alternate assessnents that are
appropriate to determne the student’s progress toward the
content standards.

(b) For students who have been identified by a team of
educators as LEP, those teans have the authority to specify
accommodati ons to be rovided, as defined in (8), for
participation by the student in the state-|level assessnent.

(i? When the team of educators determnes that an
accommodation for an LEP student who has had fewer than three
years of instruction in English would still not allow for
adequat e neasurement of the student’s progress toward the
content standards, the team of educators nmay waive using the
approved state-level assessnents by providing alternate
assessnents that are appropriate to determne the student’s
progress toward the content standards.

(c) The office of public instruction shall provide
gui dance to schools <concerning alternate state-|evel
assessnents.
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(8 Accommodations allow students to denmonstrate
conpetence in subject matter so that state-|evel assessnent
results accurately reflect the students’ achievenent |evels
rather than limted English | anguage devel opnent or inpaired
sensory or manual skills, except where those skills are the
factors which the assessnent purports to neasure.

(a) Accommopdation for state-|level assessnent purposes is
defined as nodifications simlar to those used to support and
accommodate the student in the instructional setting.

(b) Accommopdations may include, but are not limted to
extended tinme, small group admnistration, facilitator reading
directions, native |anguage support, student responding
orally, or using required assistive technol ogy.

(c) The office of public instruction shall provide
ui dance to schools concerning appropriate acconmodati ons.
Hi story: Sec. 20-2-121, MCA, |IMP, Sec. 20-2-121, 20-7-402,

MCA; NEW 1988 MAR p. 976, Eff. 5/27/88; AMD, 1992 MAR p.
1472, Eff. 7/17/92; AMD, 1993 MAR p. 683, Eff. 4/30/93; AM
1995 MAR p. 627, Eff. 4/28/95; AMD, 1997 MAR p. 1186, ET.
7/8/97; AVD, 2000 MAR p. 957, Eff. 4/14/00.)
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